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Contemporary Issues in Faith

The Christian in the World

Rev. Seoung Kook Kim

The world is shaking .
Even after the New Year, the world is still shaking and fluctuating.

In this season, there is a race for the new president of the United States, and
no one knows who will be the winner at the end of the race.

Oil prices have dropped, China’s economic growth slowed, and we find that
the whole world’s economy is standing at the brink of a crisis.

North Korea continues to experiment with nuclear weaponry, and the threat
of terrorist organizations such as ISIS and al-Qaeda still looms.

We hear news reports of parents who killed and hid their son’s corpse inside
a refrigerator for four years.

This is the reality of the world we live, a world shrouded in darkness, and
a world where human values and morality have fallen so far.

How are we to live in such world?
Is despair and criticism all that we can do, now that the world has become dark?

No.

The bible clearly tell us that we must become one who does what is true.
“But whoever does what is true comes to the light ....”(John 3:21)

The world seems as though it is governed by power, and the truth seems like
it is expelled already, but it is simply not true.

The truth is still the most valuable and the most powerful thing in the world.
Therefore, the Christians in the world, must become those who “do what is true.”

It is never easy to be the one who does what is true in this world which denies
the absolute truth and value, but we must still be those who do what is true.
This is the only road we, as Christians can walk by.

We must throw away falsehood and hypocrisy.
We must deny the principles of this world, which call for relativism and
narrow-mindedness.

The true crisis of this world,

is not in the world itself that waivers, and shifts with the times.

But, the true crisis of this world, is when Christians fail to be the ones who
do what is true.

Therefore, the Christians of this world!

Let our truths become action!

Yes. the only thing that can transform the shifting nature of our world into solidity,
is the truth.
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2015 QPEM Fall Retreat

Charles Hwang

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”(Colossians 3:2)

The theme of this year’s QPEM Fall Retreat was “This Side of Glory.” It turned out to be a
great focus throughout the retreat and onward. It was such a blessing for my wife, daughter,
and me to be a part of this year’s retreat -- our first with QPEM at the beautiful Honor’s Haven
Resort in upstate New York, and the biggest QPEM retreat ever in terms of attendees(over 175
members!). Praise God for that!

I really sensed the LORD’s presence throughout the whole time we were there from the
Spirit-filled worship to the community-building activities, to the times of personal worship
and prayer, and even our delicious mealtimes marinated with godly conversation. However, it
seemed like it was during the quiet moments alone with God looking up at the beautiful clear
night sky full of twinkling stars above me and marveling at His amazing creation where [ was
able to commune closest with the LORD and reflect on my own smallness in the cosmos. These
quiet moments were truly breathtaking and awesome reminder that the God we serve is not
only the Creator of the universe and everything in it, including you and me, but also our Savior
and LORD who is near to us and has tremendous love for sinners. As I stood there looking up,
my heart cried out “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His
handiwork™ (Psalm 19:1).

o
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God brought to us our guest speaker, Reverend Joel Kim, professor of New Testament at West-
minster Seminary California. Pastor Joel brought to us both a pastoral and academic perspective to
God’s Word, as he served in pastoral ministry before joining the full-time faculty at Westminster.
He spoke on various topics such as what it means to be homesick, being misfits and ordinary for
Christ, grace, and suffering. His sermons were powerful and thought-provoking, engaging our in-
tellect as well as touching our hearts with the gospel of Christ. What a blessing he was!

His first message on homesickness dealt with the longing of believers to be with Christ on the other
side of glory while still living in this world as we do the LORD’s work. We were reminded that
as citizens of heaven, our real home awaits us after we pass from this side of glory, and our cry
is that of the Apostle Paul: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain”(Philippians 1:21). This
propelled all of our small groups into Spirit-filled discussions and sharing throughout the retreat. In
a following sermon, Pastor Joel reminded us that as misfits for Christ, we are in a sense foreigners
and sojourners passing through this life as ordinary Christians, and yet extraordinary people whose
success and worth is not determined by the standards of this world but by God. Therefore, we need
to be found faithful and trustworthy every single day as we seek to do His will.

Pastor Joel’s Sunday morning message of grace dealt with some similar aspects of the gospel. He
spoke about forgiveness, and the supernatural essence of gospel humility is not “thinking more of
myself or less of myself, but thinking of myself less.” Suffering was at the center of Pastor Joel’s
Sunday evening sermon, which was the most memorable for me because it was such a powerful,
poignant reminder that as children of God, we are called to take part in Christ’s suffering in this
world while relying on the LORD for He says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness”(2 Corinth 12:9). It also forces us to say “Maranatha” — “Come, LORD
Jesus Come!”

This retreat presented an opportunity for many of us to escape the hustle and bustle of New York
City for a few days in order to and renew our focus on God and His word. Through the worship
and fellowship times we were reminded of God’s faithfulness and our blessedness “This Side of

Glory!” Praise God for this time of refreshment and rejuvenation to our souls!
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Wﬁat' We are having a retreat for 30 women at my house? Surely you jest!” This was my initial
reaction. I was both surprised and annoyed at the same time. After some consideration, [ decided
that surely God has a special plan for this retreat. There must be a good reason. And it was.
Everything worked out —— from every itinerary, meals, short seminar from our Senior Pastor, games,
praise songs, group projects , quite time, and prayer time ———all worked in perfect harmony for
God" s glory. I was in awe of so many different talents which were displayed among these women.
There was a true comradely among all of us. I was truly blessed to witness a “little heaven” dur-
ing our short retreat.

All praise and glory to our Heavenly Father,
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Treasure in Heaven
Brandon Cho (6th Grade)

In December I went to my first winter retreat in Junior high and I was a bit excited.
One reason was I always wanted to get to know other junior high friends as well as
have a good time with them. Also, the retreat theme, ‘Treasure in Heaven,” made me
wonder and curious about this retreat and what God has planned for me this upcom-
ing year 2016.

oft

oXx

At the retreat I received a very special message which was
‘there is nothing better than God’s love.” God loves us so much
and everyone in His love was all His treasure. After hearing
this message, I started looking at my friends as God’s special
creations and how precious they are. I couldn’t question my-
self how much I should respect and love them as they are my
brothers and sisters in Christ.

I really had a great time getting to know Junior high friends

and feel God’s love through them. We did a skit together and

we were really helping each other out to make a really creative

and long skit. In addition, when we did rock climbing, we went

really high up and at some point I got really scared. But some of my friends were
helping me out and I was very relief after I jumped off with them.

Through this retreat another message I learned was that ‘God’s treasure and heaven
last forever and there is nothing better than treasure in heaven.’ I really want to re-
member His love and treasure that God has given to me and I want to keep growing
as a child of God. Also, I would continue to share the gospel with my friends who do
not know about Jesus and our treasure in heaven.

I am very thankful for God’s creation, His love and grace, and His treasure in heav-
en. I also thank God for this wonderful retreat He provided for me and our Junior
high school fellows.
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