Strengthened in the faith and overflowing with thankfulness.
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A Book Written With An Eye

There is a book written with nothing but a single eye entitled,

“The Diving Bell and the Butterfly”
The author is a French writer by the name of, Jean-Dominique
Bauby.
On December 8th, 1995, the author suffered from a massive
stroke. After regaining consciousness three weeks later, he was
diagnosed with something known as, locked-in syndrome.
Locked syndrome, is a condition in which a patient is
conscious, and aware of what is happening, but they are unable
to move. It is as though their entire body is being locked up
by something. The only part of Jean-Dominique Bauby’s body
that he coudl still move was his left eye.
A person by the name of Claude Mendibil, helped Bauby to
write “The Diving Bell and the Butterfly”. Mendibil would
slowly recite the alphabet over and over again, while Bauby
would blink once the correct letter was spoken by Mendibil.
Through this painstakingly slow process, “The Diving Bell and
the Butterfly” was written.

While the reality of his situation left him unable to do anything,
Bauby would speak of a dream he had, of one day flying free
like a butterfly. 8 days after the publication of his book, Bauby
had his wish granted, as he suffered from a sudden and fatal
heart attack.

Using just his eye Bauby wrote, “If you can just swallow drool
dropping down out of your mouth, then you are the happiest
person. If you can just breath in and out you are blessed.
Complaints and blame is sighing of those who are insensitive
to their blissfulness”

Bauby wrote of the frustration that he felt from having a son
whom he dearly loved, and yet being unable to stroke his son’s
head, or to even give him a hug.

Friends, if we find ourselves capable of writing, hugging,
swallowing, or even just breathing then we ought to be filled

with gratitude and give much thanks.
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mission. At Harlem, they would sing along to the chorus. gk o1 Sk AR SlEA| o 27t AE shbd o A the children reciprocated the love that we showed them
This showed me how important God was to them. The peo- T2 otole= ol HA shisU 12]al o] 55k¢] 5F and that love was used to bring Him glory. From Nairobi
ple at Harlem, didn’t have much but they had God and that’s WeAA G TesSE B o Fasuh to Narok to Olorropil, it was only through God’s grace. A
all they needed. And they knew that. LolZH|et Ui} SR Eujof o|27|742]9] Hu et constant reminiscence of the moment in which a little girl
I'm thankful that i went on this mission because I was able 8ol Forer|7kA 9] HiE U shubd o 8 AsyTh came up to me, hugged me real tight, looked me in the eyes,
to see how strong the love of God is. It wasn't the mission A&H o g 7)o Hi= ko] syt A2 gk ofo]7k t and said, “God Bless You” repeats in my head. We had gone
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church van and come back on the same day. But it was still ShE ] WEo R o] ofol5g 53t Aol 1t Aol Our time in Kenya was truly a blessing; it taught me what it
important. It had the same purpose. To teach more about o, Eejo] FES W2 92 WasHA EAdSU T means to grow in faith, what it means to love as He has loved
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When I got home that night, I talked to my dad about how

I felt when I got there and what I saw. We planned on going = = ];] 0O ]\ 7 .

on a mission together. It might be big or it might be small . 5 — —4 ] al 1 ] ]’]: Jinny Kim
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In the pandemonium that floods the minds of our youth
today, there are voices from every corner beckoning for their
attention. And in this critical life stage, where they are so-
lidifying the priorities of their hearts, this overflow, has our
children’s hearts divided. What is of utmost importance?
The approval of parents? The affirmation of peers? School
grades? Faithfulness to God? Various parts of society and
culture teach something different. And in an era where to
be non-religious is okay and to be religious is okay as well,
while being a Christian is not, faithfulness to the Lord Jesus
Christ appears to be diminishing. In order to avoid social
suicide, our children are not only concealing their Christian
faith, but have begun straying from their Christian identity.
As they listen to the voices of society, the voice of God is
muffled.

Our prayer and hope is that our children would be able
to hear the voice of God once again. Our role is first to pray
for our children and second is to set an example. As we see
society pushing away from the Christian worldview, our
response, as parents, overseers, and the church, is some-
times to try and counter by shoving our children into the
pews and plastering the Bible to their faces. However, when
done without explanation, our children are physically in
the church and doing the Christian things, but their hearts
wander further, as these things become just another thing
they have to do. God is speaking loudly in their lives and
they are drowning out his voice. It is not that they do not
know the Bible or Biblical principles, rather their knowledge
of these things are not translating to their hearts. Their ears
are opened, but their hearts that are closed. Therefore, we
cannot force them to hear the voice of God by making them
do things. Rather it requires instruction and care by way of

example. If we teach our children the importance of being a
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Christian, while living a life that is not above reproach, our
children will only draw further from Christ. Whether it is a
lack of joy and contentment or a lack of self-control in anger,
frustration and the like, if we are not living as faithful Chris-
tians, our children will not follow. Our youth must be able to
look up to the older brothers and sisters in the church and
desire to be like them, and to draw closer to Christ through
their example. Our role is to teach and instruct; however, our
efforts are futile if the Gospel is not hitting our hearts and
changing the way we live first. To be a good teacher is to be
a good student first, and to be a good leader is to be a good
follower first. Our words and direction must not be contra-
dictory to our lifestyle. Rather, our lives must be filled with
God’s voice like an amplifier so our children can hear Him
calling through our example.

This is an exciting time for me, as I have the privilege of
working with these youth students in this stage of their lives.
God in Scripture called many of His leaders at a young age.
Joseph was sold as a slave to Egypt when he was in his teens.
Samuel was called by God at the age of twelve. King David
was called to represent Israel against Goliath and the Phi-
listines as a young lad. Josiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel and his
friends were also first called at a very young age. As we see
these examples, the time is now for our children. The Lord
is calling them to a new life and as leaders of His church.
Though many of them do not hear Him calling, my prayer
and hope is that we would be able to teach them God’s word
and help them to hear God’s voice, not only through our

preaching and teaching but through our lifestyle as well.
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2016 QPEM Fall Retreat

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28)

The theme of this year’s QPEM Fall Retreat was “Shape
Up: The Gospel Shapes Us as a Church and Community”
Our guest speaker was Reverend Dr.Paul Kim from Pacific
Crossroads Church in Los Angeles. Prior to that, Rev.Kim
served 15 years as the EM Pastor at Immanuel Presbyteri-
an Church before serving as the Senior Pastor at Renewal
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. Rev.Kim preached a
sermon series on how the Gospel transforms the church and
specifically in how the Gospel changes the way we relate to
one another. This was the perfect message that our QPEM
family needed to hear, especially as we are electing our very
first QPEM Elders and also launching our new 18 Small
Groups throughout the ministry!

Rev.Kim preached from Galatians and showed that the
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By QPEM Staff

Gospel changes how we view one another in our relation-
ships, not from our lens but from God’s lens. Rev.Kim chal-
lenged us to think of the ways we assign value to “categories”
in our lives. For instance, he asked us what categories we
assign people into (ie. successful, athletic, moral, tolerant,
wealthy, young and old, etc). These categories reveal what we
see as significant in life. Rev.Kim taught that in Galatians,
the Apostle Paul made it clear that there is no position or
title that makes anyone any more significant or influential,
at least not in God’s eyes! For our God shows no partiality!

“And from those who seemed to be influential (what they
were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)-
those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me”.
(Galatians 2:6)

Paul did not see the Apostles Peter, John and James as
any more noteworthy or significant than anyone else, for in

Christ, we are all sinners in need of grace. The Gospel of Je-
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sus Christ truly changes how we see one another!

The retreat brought the QPEM family together in worship,
fellowship and prayer. The small group discussion times fos-
tered genuine discussions and Spirit-filled sharing. We were
given a time to pray and confess our sins to one another, lov-
ingly confronting each other in times of reconciliation and
healing. We learned what it means to “preach the Gospel to
one another” and “help each other see our need for Jesus”
Through these prayer times, we helped each other see Jesus!

As QPEM, we are reminded of our unique calling to be
a missional church. A church that will reach out to all the
English-speaking people in our community. We are also
praying to reach out to the 2nd Generation Korean and
Asian-Americans who have left the church. We pray that as
we continue to grow and mature as a congregation, God will
indeed shape us through the Gospel as a Church and Com-

munity!
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