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Desolate Land

A place that has nothing, and is of no use

A land that our small minds planned

But, God tells us to bear greater works!

God tells us to plan more works!

He tells us to embrace more souls!

He tells to build our visions at this place

A vision of the next generation soaring

A vision of the scattered children returning

A vision of embracing other nations and worshipping together

This is our vision, This is my vision!
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PROPOSED 1ST FLOOR PLAN
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People often ask, "What is your vision?” Those questioned visions usually go
down to our own self desired dreams. One of the most difficult categories for
Christians to truly know is what their vision that God has planned for them.
As every individual goes to school, to pick a major, one usually searches for
what fits them the best. For myself, it was very difficult to stumble upon my
major, Hospitality Management. I never had a vision for myself and for God.
However, after attending school for three years aimlessly, through God's guid-
ance, his vision for me started getting clearer.

After I was very blessed through last year's summer retreat, I started to share
the joy and the love I got from God. Knowing that many people walking around
me on the street do not know God or do not have the chance to meet God, I felt
very pity for them. What I decided from that moment on is to remind others
that God loves us all. Evangelism is very hard today due to more people going
against Christianity. With just my plan and action, it won't work. God has to
work in us in order for others to accept Jesus as their savior. I learned through
the summer retreat that every little action counts and God will see that.
Every time I paid for parking meter if there was some time left, I would try to
find others who are about to pay for their parking. As I gave them the parking
meter paper, I would say, "God bless you!" or "God loves you!" hoping that God
will touch them.

As I was aimlessly going to school for three years in Queens College and work-
ing in T-Mobile, through so many prayers, I started feeling the heart for man-
agement. Searching for jobs with the goal of just putting money in my pocket
always led to failure. However, as I was overseeing my manager's stubborn prob-
lematic actions towards all the workers, everyone was suffering and arguing. I
started thinking to myself, 'If I was the manager, I would do it this way and
that way to keep the workers together as a team and as a family'. All of a sudden,
this thought came to my mind, 'If I could become a good manager that everyone
would like to follow and show that I am a strong Christian, maybe through my

actions it will reveal the heart of Jesus!'. If God works in me, it will help share
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the gospel just like that! While I was attending New York City College of Tech-
nology, as hospitality management major, I started feeling in my heart that I
want to become a manager that will embrace and guide the employees. Leading
them with love rather than our general image of a manager like nagging and
scolding. I want to become a manager that everyone would respect so after
many years of experience, I hope to gain strength in my job position. With that
ability, depending on where I would work, my vision is to put the bible in every
single room of a hotel, hospital, or in the employee room to expose gospel. If
I have the ability, I would try to even put a bible verse on the wall to go further
on. If others who did not meet God see the bible or the bible verse that I set up
with everything that I could do, God will work through it and touch these in-
dividual's hearts.

We can't achieve anything without God's help but in Philippians 4:13, "I can do
this through him who gives me strength". I will depend on God and lay every-
thing down to him. Once I lay all of myself to him, that's when he will start
working. To make someone believe in Jesus Christ is very hard today. However
with my vision, if I do my part and God works in me, I believe that it will save
so many lives to heaven. That's how my vision will serve the kingdom of God.
[ want to be known as a respectful, humble, and loving Christian manager on

this earth that will save many lives with God together.
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I have big hopes and dreams for my perfect life. I want to attend the ideal col-
lege. I want to excel intellectually and be successful in my career. I dream of
one day becoming an iconic female figure in history. I hope to marry the perfect
husband and eventually settle down with the perfect family. However, I know
that these are simply my own earthly desires. My plans for my life may not fall
under God's plans for me and His kingdom. Despite all of my selfish dreams,
my ultimate vision in my life is to live for the glory of God and carry out His

plan to restore His kingdom.
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When God created this world, it was perfect. Adam and Eve were made in His
image which is without sin. Ever since the fall of mankind and the entrance of
sin, God has been working towards restoring His perfect kingdom. He has a
plan to redeem humanity and save us from our sins. God already saved us when
Jesus Christ sacrificed himself on the cross. Now it is our job to follow in the
steps of Christ to fulfill God's plan for His kingdom. It is my job, as a Christian,
to live according to God's will. I know that doing this will be difficult. I under-
stand that I will face challenges. But I also know that difficulty and challenges
are the things that come with following after Christ.

Before Jesus was arrested to be crucified, he prayed on the Mount of Olives. In
his prayer he plead to God, "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from
me." But then he said, "Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done." Knowing
that he was about to face an excruciating death, Jesus asked God if there was
any other way. But this death on the cross was part of God's plan to save us so
Jesus obeyed. I strive to be as selfless and as obedient as Christ was in his prayer
on the Mount of Olives.

As I continue my education in college, I also want to continue my spiritual jour-
ney. I pray to God and remind myself everyday, "Nevertheless, not my will, but
yours, be done." I know it will be challenging but I am willing to give up the
things I want in life if it means to serve and glorify God. Dave Harvey, a Chris-
tian is professor, said, "Our failures are never big enough to interrupt God’s
plans for us.” I may not have gotten in to my dream college, but I can serve God
in any college I attend. My life may not go as I have planned, but God's plan
will always be on track. Ultimately my vision is to live my life with a sole pur-
pose to execute God's vision for His kingdom by following in the steps of
Christ.
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As alittle boy I've always wanted to play professional basketball. Over the years
I have learned that everything we do should be for God's glory not our own.
God comes first in my life because he has died on the cross for my sins. So if; I
want to play professional basketball in the future it should be for the glory of
God. In order to achieve this goal I now know that I must work hard and have
a strong connection with God even if things don’t work out as I would like it
too. I say this because I believe that God has a perfect plan for me and it is even
better than what I want now. I am willing to try to increase my knowledge spir-
itually, mentally, and in basketball. Still in order to achieve my future goals, I
want to graduate college with a master's degree and head for Korea to play pro-
fessional basketball. Though this is what I want to do I have accepted the fact
that it is important to be the light of Jesus all the time. Therefore, I plan to
lead my future teammates and friends to Christ and help them earn their salva-
tion. I also plan to lead my future family to Christ which means bringing them
to church and teaching them about Jesus everyday based upon what I have been
taught at home and at church. In this case the former can serve the ladder by
evangelizing people and helping them come to know Jesus more. I want God to
take over my life and i want him to use me for a great purpose. If I make enough
money in the future I plan to donate to charities and Christian foundations. Even
though it may be hard I can try my best to show the love of Jesus while playing
basketball by not getting into fights or accidents and showing kindness. I
strongly believe that this is important due to how it was Gods command to
show love and kindness. I want to show love and compassion that I have been
shown because I take religion very seriously. What I feel good about is that God
can use me to do anything and this gives me confidence to help my piers come
to know the Jesus Christ. Even if this may be very hard to live up to I know
that through Christ anything is possible. All in all, I see myself becoming a fu-

ture athlete as well as an evangelist for God's Kingdom.
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"Reflections from
the QPEM College Retreat"

Jae Oh

“It's not going to work.” As Pastor Brian shared with the Young
Adult/College Group Ministry leaders about a ski retreat aimed to reconnect
with the out-of-state college students, it was met with my skepticism and doubt.
How would a ski trip accomplish anything in building relationships with those
who have gone away to school and possibly strayed away? Why weren't we uti-
lizing these valuable resources for those who are here and have already commit-
ted themselves to the church? My human logic and reasoning caused my heart

to harden and with this doubtful heart, I reluctantly made my way to the retreat.

At the retreat, fellow QPEMers John Pak, Jefferey Pyo, and I were put
in charge of coming up with games and activities to bolster the bonds between
these college students during the fellowship portion. While we had concocted
up several intense, competitive, and super-awesome activities for the second day,
the first night was reserved for more laid-back, introductory ice breaker activi-
ties, such as the “M&M” game. To briefly describe the “M&M” game, each person
picks out three M&Ms of various colors and for each M&M they must stand

and answer a question, depending on the color. For example, anyone who had
picked out a red M&M had to share their favorite childhood moment. One of
the questions designated to a color was “Why did you come to this retreat?” As
each person who stood responded to this question, it became apparent that their
motivations for coming to the retreat were very far from that of worshipping
our God. They were here because they wanted to ski or to be with their friends.
As discouraged as I was to hear that, I had appreciated their honesty. Further-
more, it got me to re-examine my own motivations for being there. Was I really
there to glorify Jesus and serve my brothers and sisters? Or was I simply there

to go through the motions as an obligation?

Despite my lack of faith in His perfect plan, God reminded me through-
out the remainder of the retreat of how He is so good, all the time. He showed
us that love is kind and humble through the brothers and sisters who gladly
served to prepare each meal. He showed us that love overcomes all shame as we

shared openly about our shortcomings and deepest thoughts during the small



group discussions. He showed us that love brings about a joyful noise as we de-
lighted in praising the Lord through song and music. Most of  all, Jesus reminded
us why we are called to love one another through His messages in 1 Corinthians

24-26:

“But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the
parts that lacked it,25 so that there should be no division in the body, but
that its parts should have equal concern for each other.26 If one part suf-
fers, every part suffers withit; if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it.”
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"Destiny's Children"

Pastor Brian Min

The theme of the 2015 QPEM College/Young Adult Ski Retreat was
“Destiny’s Children.” We went through various passages in 1 Corinthians to un-
derstand the significance of the church in our life and walk with God. Many
times as second-generation Korean-Americans, we hold disappointments, scars,
and regrets from the church. With this disillusionment, second-generation Ko-
rean-American Christians oftentimes discarded the church. Our reason for going
through the book of 1 Corinthians was because Paul was working with a church
that in our eyes fails to be the church. Yet, we also see Paul’'s unwavering love

and commitment to the Corinthian church.

In 1 Corinthians we are see that the Corinthian church is a church divided. In
the first chapter we see that people are bickering over who they were baptized
by, we see that members within the church taking their disputes to court, and
we even see richer members of the church excluding the poorer members of the

congregation during the Lord’s Supper. Paul reprimands the Corinthian church



for failing to obey the calling Christ has over the church. Paul reminds these
Christians that the church is the body of Christ. As such, these divisions are
harmful not just to the church’s testimony, but even to the spiritual walk of the

individual believer.

The Apostle Paul reminds the Corinthian church that we have all been purchased
by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The Apostle Paul reminds us that even though
the church may not look perfect or holy that the church ultimately has a destiny
that Christ will fulfill. The message of the retreat had to do with the fact that if
we choose to discard the church, we will not taste the inheritance or the identity
we have in God as destiny’s children because Christ empowers the church and
empowers each part of the body to function for His glory. Christ empowers each
body part to support the other parts. Though the church may have its blemishes,
Christ's empowering of the church is real. The call of this retreat was for each

member in the body of Christ to make this blessing their own.
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The 2015 QPEM College/Young Adult Ski retreat brought many students who
were away from church either due to their academic situation or because of the
choices they made after graduating high school. The 2015 QPEM
College/Young Adult Ski retreat provided an opportunity for these students who
have been away to be plugged into our QPEM College/Young Adult family.
Many students built lasting relationships with one another and the QPEM Col-
lege/Young Adult Ministry has begun tasting the first fruits of this retreat.

Many students that have previously held frustrations or disappointments with
the church have begun attending church again. Through this retreat, these stu-
dents have claimed their identity and inheritance as destiny’s children. Because
of this, many of these students have been actively involved in our weekly Friday

night gatherings.

We have seen more members staying accountable to each other in their respective
college and young adult small groups. Furthermore, our college and young adult
ministries have been practicing hospitality to newcomers. Because of this, many
new students have joined QPEM. In fact, QPEM has now begun sending vans
out to the campuses of Stony Brook University and the Pratt Institute. This is
QPEM’s first time having campus pick-ups and drop-offs in almost ten years.
We are welcoming in new college students to the ministry every week. The
Lord has been maturing our QPEM College/Young Adult ministry and my hope
is that as a church that we would continue praying for the maturation and the
growth of our College/Young Adult Ministry. We are sincerely grateful for the
support from our Pastors and Elders. Thank you for your prayers for our College

ministry!
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One Mind, One Heart, One Body:
ABSH HEA Living in Unity Beyond Winter Retreat

Back to the Basics” is the theme for the Z5-4 ministry in 2015. With that in
mind, we went to our Winter Retreat entitled “The Light”, hoping to reaffirm our love
for Jesus Christ. We expected God to be present and to move in our midst, but He su-
perseded our expectations: He brought our children back to Him and drew us closer
with one another.

Throughout the entire retreat, it was apparent that God was working some-
thing special in our midst. During our worship service, we saw our children sing praise
and pray freely without the judgment of those around them. Children who did not clap
their hands or move their lips during Sunday praise were suddenly moving left and
right, raising their arms and voices to the heavens. During our times of prayer, we saw
many of our children break down in tears, as they recommitted themselves unto Christ.
We were able to interact with our children during prayer time, and it was in the midst
of these moments that they were able to open up and share thoughts and burdens that
lay in the deepest parts of their hearts.

It was the sermons that brought the greatest blessing over our children and even over
our teachers. Our guest speaker, Danni 1 X=AFd, brought five messages that called our
children to remember the covenant God has made with us, to turn from our sin, and to
commit ourselves to God, to the church, and to the world. With many years of experi-

ence in children’s ministry, Danni FX=Ad was able to speak with authority and with
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gentleness, a way that best suited the needs of our children.

Time flew by very quickly, but short as this retreat was, unity and intimacy
were well fostered. With 81 students and 19 staff members, there was a lot of one-on-
one interaction between the former and the latter, as well as intimacy within the small
groups. Our teachers were simply amazing in not only telling our students what to do,
but listening to our children and helping them work through questions that they had.
Our children could tell that something real and deep was happening at our retreat. They
were hungry, and the Lord fed them through the Word and through their fellowship.

My biggest blessing as a pastor was to see our children and our teachers re-
identify themselves with the Z-5-5 ministry, KAPCQ, and the larger body of Christ.
Through this retreat, our children and staff members grew closer to God and to one
another. During this retreat, the image of a mother bear protecting her cubs kept flash-
ing in my mind. This retreat really reminded our staff of what serving is all about —
loving and discipling our children — and it really showed our children that the church
is here to protect them and to guide them in their growth in life.

One of our children shared that his greatest hope for this retreat was that his
friends would really meet God at the retreat. Our prayer going forward is that we would
grow men and women of Christ who have likeminded hearts for their fellow brothers

and sisters. We know that a fire is useless if it lasts just a moment, and so our hope and
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prayer is that the fire that has been ignited in our children would not cease along with
the end of the winter retreat. Through prayer, encouragement, and careful planning,
we trust and hope that this momentum will foster a body that functions just like the
body of Christ found in Acts 2:42-47. May Christ build his kingdom in and through
this ministry, and may He open up heaven’s gates and shower his grace and mercy unto

us.
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Warm Memories
and Deep Reflection :

20144 58 72

This retreat has been an influential expe-
rience for me. I have learned many things
that add to my knowledge about God's
greatness. Overall, this retreat was heart-
warming and a unique memory that I will
always cherish. I especially liked Pastor
Charles' sermons because he always made
me ponder upon a topic and he preached
the Word of God in a way that I enjoyed.
His sermons always included inspiring
messages that reminded us that Jesus is our
Savior and that He saved us from the dark-
ness of sin's grasp. In addition, I enjoyed
participating in activities that the teachers
prepared for the students, one of which
was the making and presentation of a skit.
My group this year was so cooperative and
all genuinely kind and good-hearted fol-
lowers of God. I am extremely thankful to
have met and experienced God's strong
words with these people. I feel that the
many things I learned here at retreat will
ultimately help me exponentially later in
life. I want to always remember that Jesus
is our Savior and that we will soon live in
the light with Jesus Christ.

[ want to try to always remember that God
does everything for a purpose. I will continue
to attend church and be a devoted follower
of God. I loved the retreat, and I thank God
that He led me to this great experience.
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Hannah Jeong H0I¥

Over the three days spent at the Junior
High Winter Retreat, I was very inspired
by the many things I learned from Pastor
Charles Kim. I learned that God does not
see you from your sins or experiences, and
that God sends us "real nourishment"
through Jesus to save us from "sucking on
the pacifier”" of the world, which would
never truly satisfy our needs. I am very
thankful for being able to listen to Pastor
Charles' sermons, which filled up my stom-
ach that craved God's Word.

I am also grateful for the wonderful chil-
dren of God that surround me. I was able
to meet new friends that I will always care
about dearly. Most of all, I am, and will al-
ways be, thankful to have been a part of this
retreat and for being a part of this church.
[ will try my best to apply God's Word to
my everyday life and to follow the com-
mandments that He created for us to follow.
This will help me become more of the
Christian that God wants me to be. I will
also read the Bible and participate in Quiet
Time. Another thing I would like to do, al-
though I used to feel timid about doing so,
is to break out of my shell and try to evan-
gelize. I will spread God's Word and be a
messenger of God. I will do so because
God loves me, and I will use my entire life
serving Him.
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Spiritual Nourishment and
Growing in God’s Family:
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Church is Learning about God
and Praising God with your Friends

wel= SiLtES 2optH 7St

2 SiLiES ZYsk= ALICt

A church can be a building where Chris-
tians worship God with each other, or it can
be a place where you can meet your friends
and be social with each other. But church is
like the first level of going to Heaven, al-
most like different levels or tiers on the
same ship. It is also the body of Christ, and
Christ is the head.

You learn so many things at church that
you didn't know about God, so much more
than what you can figure out from your
own critical thinking. The Bible tells stories
of the people and events during ancient Is-
rael and the time period when Jesus was on
earth, and as you read the Bible alone you
might understand only a few things. But in
church, there are pastors who help your un-
derstanding of God become clearer, and
once a pastor preaches the Word of God
you have a better feel for the Scriptures.

I always thought of God in simple terms —
the one who created the Heavens and the
earth and made humans and animals. But I
realized that He put more care while creat-
ing us. God knew who we were going to be
even before we were in the womb. He knew
that we were going to be His child in Christ.
Genesis 1:27 states that “God created man
in His own image, in the image of God he
created him, male and female He created
them.”
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Church is not only a place where you can
know more about God, but it is also a place
for you to love and be loved by your fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ and become
closer to Him. In church, although you are
mostly welcomed by many people and al-
most everybody loves you, it is possible that
some people might not like you. Because it
is God's house, you know that He loves you
more than anything.

I had the wonderful opportunity to go to
the Newsboys concert last November. It
was the first concert I have ever been to,
and it was such an adventurous experience
because I got to have fun with my friends
and I got to hear the beauty of music. As
everybody yelled and screamed and sang,
the atmosphere was full of excitement. I
got to listen to so many new songs that I
never heard, and I learned so many new
things from the songs’ lyrics. Each word
from their songs made me realize some-
thing: that God is not dead but He is alive,
and I am born again in Jesus. Everyone
present at the concert was able to just
scream for joy because the beautiful music
expressed everything we felt.

On the bus ride home, I was so grateful to
hear everyone gathered together and, filled
with excitement, singing together. This
concert was more than just an event where
people get together and listen to songs — it
was fellowship and worship with the people
in the church. Church is the house where
you are with your family and you will al-
ways be loved. It is a pathway to Heaven
and to become a child of God. There, you
realize who you are and what your future
would be as a Christian. It is a place where
you would never regret being in. I'm so
thankful to be a part of such a place.
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Cast Your Burdens on Me -

I am a heinous, sinful, carnal being that deserves nothing short of the flames of Hell
and God’s great wrath. I actively and truthfully compare myself to the worst of all tax
collectors or ungodly men of old. Despite the ugliness of my sins and my humanism,
the Lord has displayed great mercy and graciousness by saving me. While on the subject
of God’s graciousness, I have been blessed by having being appointed lead coordinator
and warden of this past Junior High Winter Retreat. Amidst all things, I can declare
the goodness of God and that all things are done within His mighty providence.
Especially because I am the youngest teacher in this particular ministry, I was surprised
to be appointed as a warden by Pastor Park. My initial thoughts were filled with much
doubt, fear, and anxiety. But my greatest concern revolved around the idea of disap-
pointment. As much as I worried about failing the staff, the thought of disappointing
the students carried a far heavier burden since, after all, this retreat was not for the staff
or the adults, but for the students. As the date of the retreat drew closer, my fears became
heavier and louder. Internally, I was drowning in a pool of doubt and cowardice, but
due to the goodness of God, the Lord whispered into my soul, “Cast your burdens on
me, and take of my yoke for it is light and easy”. As I drew closer to the Lord through
prayer and reading the scripture, my deafening thoughts came to a standstill.

During the course of the retreat, the same obstacles that had stirred my spirit were
once again reborn. Doubts were raised by my insecurities and my shortcomings as an
inexperienced teacher. One thing that I have always struggled with was my organiza-
tional skills, or rather the lack of, and due to this deficiency, I deemed it fit impossible
to maintain a body of fifty students. On the first day, I felt extremely stressed, but above
all, I felt broken and useless as a result of my lack of control of both time, as well as
the children. After some deliberate prayer time, the Lord once again stilled my heart
and mind through my counterparts, the staff. They came to my aid by offering much
needed help and in all honesty, without such support, I believe that finding stability
would have been entirely fruitless.

As the retreat continued its course, I saw the Lord working, not only through my staff,

but also through my younger brothers and sisters as well. Their initial reaction towards
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praise and prayer was of nonchalance and lukewarmness, but it soon became fiery with
passion. For instance, normally, these children are restless without their phones, yet de-
spite lacking this “necessity”, they actively turned their bitterness into passion. They
decided to seek God instead of acceptance from the world through their phones. To my
sheer surprise, the general body became increasingly zealous in their praise. This, in
my eyes, was a great victory. I dare to call this a great victory on the grounds that on
any given day, it is impossible to separate them from their phones, but considering the
circumstances, the body matured and understood their places and duties; to spend time
with God, away from the rest of society, hence, the concept of retreat.

[ sincerely hope and pray that both the parents and students of Junior High will not
only continue to read the Word and pray, but also to strive for greater and higher things,
just as God has commanded us. With my greatest sincerity, I can truly say that I have
been incredibly blessed to have experienced both the grace and goodness of God in ad-
dition to observing the growth and maturity of these children, my fellow brothers and

sisters in Christ.
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Keeping Balance During Change
and Restoration Ermily I

Several months ago, I was growing ambivalent towards our Senior High ministry and
God. I guess it was because I was afraid of the direction in which we were heading: peo-
ple were leaving by the boatload, and just when it seemed like things couldn’t get any
worse, Pastor Steve was called to serve our church in a different capacity. Personally, I
felt abandoned, like there was no more hope for the Senior High Ministry.

Pastor Steve tried to assure us that the ministry was going to be passed down to good,
capable hands -- the hands of a man who loved the Lord and had a passion for Senior
High. But I was still uncertain if this would lead to any change for the better.

Slowly but surely, Senior High started to gain momentum and experience growth. Our
Friday night gatherings (TGIF) began with almost nobody attending except for the
praise team and Pastor Bae, but our numbers soon grew exponentially. Even non-Chris-
tians began coming to have fellowship with us, and some of them started joining our
Sunday service.

My hope for the future of the Senior High ministry began to grow as I witnessed our
members become closer with each other. As time went on, we all came to be very com-
fortable being around church that it seemed as though students went home only to sleep.
We were all spending so much time together that the boundaries of age and grade dif-
ference between us started to disappear. And now that the Discipleship program has
started, my hope is that we continuously grow closer not only as friends but as brothers
and sisters in Christ.

Senior Pastor Kim once prayed for me and said that, “as a child learns to ride a bike, it
is important that they keep their balance so that they do not fall.” Because we are in
such a good place now, the Devil will tempt us and try to break apart what we have been
building with the Lord. And so, in order to continue moving forward and grow, we too
should not fall and be discouraged, but rather continue striving for the bettering of our
ministry and to keep yearning for God. This has become my prayer for the Senior High
ministry. I'm thankful for the tireless efforts of Pastor Bae, the teachers, Deacon JB,
Deacon Jung who stays at church really late to let the Senior High kids play longer, and

the church as a whole for supporting the ministry and showing us the heart of God.
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