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Meeting

There are two kinds of meetings.

One is a precious meeting.

Meeting Jesus made us people who have eternal life.
For me personally, meeting KAPCQ was a precious

meeting, and I believe it is the same for you as well.

There is also a wrongful meeting.

There are many who face hard times because they
encountered the wrong person.

By meeting wrong theology or wrong ideology, there
are people who suffer for several decades.

If all goes according to plan, this June 12th,

the president of the United States, Trump, and the
leader of North Korea, Jong-Un Kim, will have a
summit.

If it is a precious meeting, there will be many positive
changes to nearby countries, such as the United
States, South Korea, China, and Russia.

However, if it becomes a wrongful meeting, we could
not even begin to describe all the negative effects and
difficulties that those nations would face.

Christians must pray for the place where they live and
the leaders of this age.
We must pray hard for the summit as well.

BcTtpeua

EcTb 1Ba BUga BCTpeu
OnHM OUeEHb JparoleHHbI AJis HaC
Berpeua ¢ Mucycom, cienadia Hac obJiafiaTesiaiM1i BEUHOM

2KM3HU

Berpeua ¢ KAIILK craJsa oueHb aparoieHHou AJid MeHs
I yMato 141l Bac TaKxe

EcTb BCTpeuM He NPUATHbIE
Korpa Mbl BcTepuaeMcs Co “CTpaHHbIMH JIHOALMH . UJIH C
HEXOPOILUMU

EcTtb 1 Takue, KTO BCTPETUJI EPETUKOB U BOT y2KE€ NECATKHU
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JIET, XKMBYT BO JI2KH
EciM BepuTh HOBOCTAM, TO KaK MbI U lyMaeM, 12 unca
IpesupeHT Tpamn BcTpeTurcs ¢ auaepoM CeBepHoi
Kopewnn Kum YoHr blHom

Ecam aTo Gynet xopoliias BCTpeua, To OyyT XOpOoIlre
pesyabratsl pid CILIA, Kopeu, Kuras u Poccun

Ecav aTta BcTpeua 6yeT MJoXoH, TO /i BCEX CTpaH
OYLYT cepbe3HbIe MPOOJEMbI

q)pl/lCTl/laHe JOJI2KHBI MOJIMTHCA 3a CTPaHbI B KOTOPLIX
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[leup llaTumecaTHUIIBI

OnyH 13 caMbIX UHTEPECHBIX
KOHTPACTOB, KOTOPbIA MBI BULIMM Ha
CTpaHuLiax Bubnmuu. 5To KOHTPAcT,
KOTOPBIN 9BUJT B CBOEW SKU3HU

Anoctor [leTp. MBIl BULUM C BamMU
[leTpa, KOTOPBIM OTpeKaeTcsl OT XpUCTa
TpuKabI(OT JIyku 22:60), ¥ COBEpPIIEHHO
JOpyroro AmocTosa, poroBeAy0Mero
B OeHb [[S9TUIeCITHULLBL, TaK UTO

K Bory o6paraeTcs Tpu ThICIUU
uestoBek([JesHus 2:14-41). CHMBOIIMUHO
3TOT KOHTPACT MOXKHO IepefaThb CTapblM
Y HOBBIM MMeHeM AriocToria. CUMOH

- UTO B HEKOTOPBIX UCTOUHHKAX MBI
MOXXeM MepeBeCTU OT CJIOBA “TPOCTHUK,
o [eTpa- UTo NEpPeBOIUTCS Kak
KaMeHb, DTOT pa3UTeJIbHBIN KOHTPAcT
OT BCSIKOI'O BETPa pa3BeBaeMOro
TPOCTHUKA, 10 TBEPABIHY, KaMHSL. UTO
>Ke MPOXU30IIJIO TaKoro, uto [1eTp Tak
W3MEHUJICI. Mexxly OTpeueHueM U
BEJIMKOMU IporioBeiblo. CTOUT OZHO
COOBITHE — BTO AeHb [I9TUIeCITHULIBL.
TouHee, TO UTO MPOXU30WJIO B STOT [EHB.
Iyx CBSITOM collesT Ha YUYEHUKOB, U OHU
OB/ HaTlOJTHEHHHBI cuyiol Cebillle, OHU
OblJIU HaToJIHEHHH! [TyxoM CBYTHIM,
DTOT MeCSIL] Mbl TIpa3aHyeM KaK MeCSI]
“Comectrus Caatoro [yx”. U 6onee uem
Korza yiu6o, faBaiTe C BaMU [IoLyMaeM
0 TOM, KaKo¥ CMBICTT IaeT HaM C BaMu
5TO BeJIluakiinee COObITHe, COMECTBYE
Cestoro IOyx!

Boo61e 6e3 Ceartoro [yxa
XPUCTUAHCKOE YUEHUUECTBO
HEMBICJIMMO U [a>ke HeBO3MOXHO, He
MOXKeT ObITh XXU3HU 6e3 [lofmaTernd
>KW3HUY, HET [IOHKMMaHU4 6e3 [lyxa
WCTUHBIL, HET OpaTCcKoro oblmeHus 6e3
eVHCTBa [lyxa, HeT roapa’kaHus
XapakTepy XpucTa 6e3 riofos Jlyxa u
HeT 3 PEKTUBHOIO CBUETENILCTRA 6e3
Ero cusbl Kak 6e31bIxaHHOe TeJIo eCTh

598 St

TpyTl, Tak LlepkoBb Ge3 [lyxa MepTBa.

CeroziHsl Mbl BUIUM C BaMU, UTO
arioctoj1 JIyka [peKpacHO OCO3HaeT
5T0. M3 BceX ueThlpex eBaHI €JIUCTOB
VIMEHHO OH I1pUaeT 0co60 Ba>KHOe
3HaueHVe Jlyxy CBATOMY. B HauasibHbIX
CTUXaX Ka>KOM U3 CBOUX ABYX KHUT
OH II0Ka3bIBaeT HEOOXOLMMOCTb
MPUCYTCTBUS B BEPYIOMUX TEX KAUECTB,
KoTopble naeT CastoM Iyx. Tak >ke, Kak
npy MoaHHOBOM KpelneHuu Uucyca
Cearo¥t lyx <HucIes Ha Hero>,
yTOOB! OH Hauas CBoe ITyG/IUUHOe
CITy>KeHue <UCIIOJIHEHHbBIN [lyxa™>,
<BefloOMbI [lyxom>, <B cujle [lyxa>
1 <TroMa3zaHHbir> Tyxom (JIk. 3:21;
4:1,14,18), Tak >ke Terepb [lyX HUCXOOUT
Ha YUeHUKOB Uucyca, 4ToOB! 0671eub
VX Ha MUCCUOHEPCKOe CITy>KeHHe MUPY
(HestH. 1:5,8; 2:33). B epBbIX I71aBax
HegHuit Jlyka roBOpUT 06 0OETOBAHUSIX,
0 [apax, KpelleHUU, CUJIE U TIOJTHOTe
Iyxa B onbITe boxxbux nmonei. TepMUHOB
MHOT'O, ¥ OHY B3auUMO3aMeHSIEMEL;

HO peaJIbHOCTb OJHa, ee 3aMeHUThb
HEBO3MO>KHO HUUEM,

DTa peaJZIbHOCTb MHOI"OCTOPDOHHYI],

¥ MBI MO>KEM pacCMaTpuvBaTh OeHb
[T TUAECSITHULIBI IO MEHbIIEH Mmepe B
yeTbIpeX aClieKTax.

Bo-TiepBbIX, 5T0 6bly1 hVHAIBHBIN aKT
CITaCUTeJILHOIO CITy>KeHud Mucyca
repef; Ero BTOPBIM [IPUIIECTBUEM.
OH, KoTopbli1 6611 pOXXIEH B Hallle
yejIoBeuecKoe OOLeCTBO, XKW1 Hallel
>KU3HBIO, YMep 3a Hallld I'Pexy, BOCCTaJl
13 MepPTBBIX U BO3HeCCs Ha Hebeca,
Ternepb rocsnan Ceoero lyxa CBouM
JIIoAsIM, UTOGBL 06pa3oBaTh CBoe
Tero v cbopMUpoBaTh B HaC TO, UTO
paay HaCc UCKYNUJL B 5TOM CMEBICTIe

IeHb [19Tuneca THULBL HEITIOBTOPUM.
Poxxnectso, CrpacTHast [19THHULLG,
[Tacxa, Bo3zHeceHue u [T oecsSTHULIA
SIBJISIIOTCS €XKEerOZHBIMU TIpa3JHUKaMy,
HO POXXJEHUE, CMEPTh, BOCKPECEHNE,
BOCILIECTBYe U [ap [lyxa, KoTopble

MEL [Ipa3gHyeM, [IPOU30LIIA OLVH

pa3 1 HaBcerma. Mel ¢ BaMy BUOUM

B [T IeCSITHULIE elle OIHY
YHUKAJIbHOCTb TOI'O, UTO 06eTOBaJl
Nucyc Xpuctoc B eBaHrenuy ot MoanHa
14116 “ V1 9 ymortio OTLia, ¥ 1acT BaM
Opyroro YTemurTesis, na npedynet

C BaMu BoBek:*-” TakvM o6pazoM
[TaTrIecsTHULIA 5TO 3aBepllaloui akT
CITaCUTEJIbHONU UCTOPUMU, CBEPIIEHHbIN I10
obeToBaHUIo Mucyca Xpucra.

Bo-BTopebIX, [laTraecqaTHuLia fasna
ArnocToriaM To ofJ1aueHure, B KOTOpOM
OHU HY>XTIaJIUCh [1J15 BBIIIOJIHEHUS
CBOeM 0CO00M MUCCUHU, KOTopyIo [ocrions
3aroBenoBasl yueHUKaM BO BCex
yeTbIpex EBaHrenusx. Mbl Ha3biBaeM
DTy MUCCUIO “BEJIMKMM MOpyUueHueM
XpucTta”. I HaBepHOee Hau6osIee TBEPIO
OHO chOpPMYJTMPOBAHHO B [lesiHUSX 1:8

“ HO BBI TIPUMETe CHUITY, KOTJia COiIeT
Ha Bac [lyx Ce4toif; U 6ynete MHe
cBUeTengIMU B Vepycanume U Bo BCel
Nynee u CaMmapuu 1 Jaxke [0 Kpast
3eMTi.” XpUCTOC IToMa3aJl UxX CTaThb

Ero rniaBHbBIMU M @aBTOPUTETHBIMU
CBUOETENISIMU 1 06elasl UM
Nocylelyolee BOOUTEIbCKOE CITy KeHUe
Cearoro Hyxa. [latunecatHulia Obl1a
WCIIOJIHeHHEeM 5TOro OGellaHusl.
VIMEHHO TO UTO MIPOU30LJIO B 5TOT IeHb
CTaJIo [pefiBO3BelaTh BCEMUPHYIO
XPUCTHAHCKYI0 Muccuio, O6patute
BHUMaHUE Ha CTUXY BO BTOPOU I'TlaBe

c 9 no 11 ctuxu Jlyka cTapaeTcs
[OJIUEPKHY Tb KOCMOITOJIMTUUECKUN
XapakTep TOJIIbI [IPY [IOMOIIU
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BbIpaXkeHUs <13 BCSIKOI'O Hapolia

o, He6oM>>, X0TsI He BCe Hapoabl
MPUCYTCTBOBAJIM TaM 6YKBaJIbHO, HO
BCe OHM ObUIU TaM IIpeJiCTaBJIeHbL.

W60 Jlyka BKJIIOUaeT B CBOM CITUCOK
MOTOMKOB CuMa, XaMa u Maderta 1
rpencTaBsideT B [lesiHUSIX 2 TaONULy
HapOJIOB, CPaBHUMYIO C Tab/uLien

B bBritue 10 rnaee. Enuckon Credan
Hetin coenan crenyolee 3aMedaHye:
<Borbllas yacTh JIOAEH, YIIOMSIHY ThIX
Jlyko#, rofinanaet 1o, CeMUTOB, I'Ie
EflaMuTEl — IepBble U3 CEMUTCKUX
HaluK, yrioMgaHyThIX B Beithe 10. Ho
Jlyka Ttak>ke BKJIouaet Erurner v JIuuio,
KOTOPBbIE [MOATIaaoT 0[], XaMUTOB U
KpuTaH (KUTTUM), U XKHTesielt Puma,
PacIIOJIOXXEHHOI'0 Ha TEPPUTOPUH,
OTHaHHOM korpa-To Madety - Jlyka He
TpYBJIeKaeT Hallero BHUMaHUS K TOMY,
YTO JiejiaeT; HO B CBOEM HEHaBSI3UMBON
MaHepe OH JIaeT HaM IOHYTh, UTO B JIeHb
[TITUAECATHHULIBI TaM [IPUCY TCTBOBAJT
BeCb MU B JIMLE [IpefiCTaBUTesIeN
CaMBbIX Pa3/IAUHBIX HALIU> |

HuuTo 1yuie sToro He MOIJio Obl
MIPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATh MHOIOPACOBBIY,
MHOI'OHALIMOHAJIbHBINA U MHOTOS3bIUHBIN
xapakTep Lapctea XpucTa. C Tex
camblx rop paHHue OTLBI LIEPKBU
Y KOMMEHTATOpbl pacCMaTpUBasiv
6rarocjiopeHue [I9TuaecsITHULIBI
KakK OTMeHY MPOoKJIaTHs BaBusioHa. B
BaBuJioHe s13bIKY UerioBeueckye OblJIU
CMeIlaHbl ¥ HapOZbl PacCcesyINCh:

B MepycarnuMe S3bIKOBLIN 6apbep
CBEPXbeCTeCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM OblJT
CHSIT KaK 3HaMeHUe TOI'o, UTO Tellepb Bce
Hapoabl co6epyTCs BMeCTe BO XpUCTe,
NIpeABOCXUILAS TOT BEJIMKUIL JIEHb,
KOI'j@ UCKYITJIEHHBIN HapoJl, <13 BCeX
I[IJIEMEH U KOJIEH, ¥ HapOOB U S3bIKOB>
6YyIeT CTOSITh <Mpe[, pecToyiom> (BhIT.
111-9; Otk. 7:9). Bonee Toro, B BaBusioHe
3eMJI51 BBICOKOMEPHO IIbITajlach

JOCTAYb HeOa, Torna kak B Mepycanume
CaMo He60 C KPOTOCTBIO CITYCTUJIOCh

Ha 3eMJII0. DTO CTaJIio BeJIMKUM
CBULETEJIbCTBOM TTOHUMAaHUS MUCCUU
KOTOPOM MBI JOJI>)KHBI C BAMU UCIIOJTHUTD
3[lechb Ha 3eMJle. [loka3aTesieM Hamen

C BaMU{ MYJIETUSTHUUECKOW MUCCUY BO

10— bl

dramuHre,

B-tpethux, [l9THOeCITHULIA [IpHUHECTIA
OTKPBITHE HOBOW 5pHI [lyxa. XoT4d

Ero npuxop 6bU1 YHUKAJIbHBIM U
HEIMOBTOPHMBIM UCTOPUUECKUM
COOBITHEM, Tellepb Bce BoXXbU Jionu
BCera 4 Be3fie MOI'yT I0JlyuaTh
[IoMoIIb uepes3 Ero ciry>keHue, XoTs

OH cpenan CBOMMM I'TIaBHBIMU
CBUIETENSIMU ATIOCTOJIOB, HO U

HaM OH a1 BCe HeOOXOIUMOe,

YTOOHKI CTaTb EMy Mocjie Ny omyumu
cBuneTessiMuU, BnoxHoBeHue [lyxoM
JaHHOe ATIOCTOJIaM, CerofiHs JaHo

Y BCeM HaM. B 3Tol HOBOM spe
BOIUTEeNIbCTBa CBATOro Jlyxa, Mbl MMeeM
MOTEeHLIXa/IbHbIN UCTOUHWK HaIleyr CUJIbI,
B Halllek XKU3HU CBSITHIX Ha 3eMJIe.

B—ueTBepThIX, [I9THOECaTHULIA

Obly1a Ha3BaHa, U [PaBUJIBHO,
<BO3POXKAEHUEM>, <HOBBIM
POXOEHWEM, UTIK POXKIEHUEM 3aHOBO>
C WCIIOJIb30BaHMEM BTOIO CJIOBa JIJ1s1
0003HauUeHWs ONHOI0 U3 COBEPLIEHHO
HeOoObIUHbIX TTOCelleHr bora, Korna
BCe COOOIIECTBO SIBCTBEHHO OCO3HAeT
Ero MoryiecTBeHHOe 1 Oy TUMOe
TIPUCYTCTBUe, [105TOMY, BO3MOXXHO,

He TOJIbKO pr3uueckui heHOMeH, HO

Y IJIy60KOe Oco3HaHue rpexa, 3 000
YBepOBaBIIUX JIIOEN U OXBaTUBIIee
BCEeX UYBCTBO O671arOrOBEHUY SBUJIUCH
MpU3HaKaMU STOr0 <HOBOI'O
POXIeHus>, OoHaKo HaM cJleflyeT
OBITb OCTOPOXXHBIMU U He MBbITAaThCs
UCTIOJIb30BaTh MOHIATHE <HOBOI'O
POKOEHUS>, UTOOBI OIpaBlaTh

ce64, Korga Mbl 3aHUXKaeM CBOU
HaJeXK bl UTY [IEPEBOLUM B pa3pslL,
WCKJTIOUUTEJIBHOI O TO, uTo bor 3amymar
Kak HOpMY [iJ14 LiepkBU. BeTep U s13bIKU
[JIaMeHY He Obl/IA HOPMOM, BO3MO>KHO,
WHBIe S3bIKU TOXKE; HO HOPMOY CTaria
HOBasl XXU3Hb U PafoCTh, OpaTcKoe
o6LIeHre U 60rOCITy>KeHUs, CBOOOaA,
CMEJIOCTh Y CUJIa .

Toporue 6paThbst 1 cecTpbl! PazpemuTte
TIOXKeJIaTh BaM, B 5TU IHU MTPOCTO:
“Hartorenus Ceatbim Oyxoml!l” Uucyc
XpUCTOC 3aroBefioBajl CBOMM YUeHUKaM
B AeHb CBOEro BO3HECEHHSI “ HO Bbl

MIpUMeTe CUJTY, KOorZia CoMeT Ha Bac [lyx
Ceatolt; 4 6yneTe MHe CBUIETeNIMU

B Uepycanume u Bo Bcell Uyniee u
Camapuu 1 make 0 Kpas 3eMJin’.
Ceropnng nyctb Curna boxxbg Uucyca
XpucTa npeGyieT Co BCeMy BaMu!
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The Day of Pentecost

One of the most fascinating contrasts in the
bible is the Apostle Peter’s life. We know Peter,
who denied Christ three times (Luke 22:60),
and the apostle, who preached on the Day of
Pentecost and turned three thousand people
to God (Acts 2:14-41). This contrast can be
symbolically expressed through old and new
name of the Apostle. Certain sources state that
Simon means a reed, and Peter means the rock.
It is the difference between a windswept reed
and the strong rock. So what have transformed
Peter from denial into the great preaching? It is
the Day of Pentecost and the things happened
that day. Holy Spirit descended upon disciples
and they were filled by the power from above.
This month we celebrate “The descent of the
Holy Spirit”. And more than ever, let’s think of
the importance of this great event, the descent
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of Holy Spirit!

Christian discipleship is impossible without ex-
istence of Holy Spirit. There is no life without
a Giver of life, no revelation without the Spirit
of truth, no brotherly communion without
the unity of Spirit, and there is no imitation
of the character of Christ without fruits of the
Spirit and there is no touching testimony with-
out His power. Like the lifeless dead body, the
church without Spirit is dead. Today, we see
that Apostle Luke understood it. Out of four
evangelists, Luke gives a special importance to
the Holy Spirit. In the beginning of both of his
books, he writes about the necessity of qualities
that Holy Spirit gives to followers. As well, as
John baptized Jesus, Holy Spirit “descended on
Him” so he began His public ministry “full of
the Holy Spirit”, guided by the Spirit, “in the
power of Spirit” and “anointed by Spirit” (Luke
3:21; 4:1,14,18), therefore Holy Spirit descends
on Jesus’ disciples for them to witness to the
end of the earth (Acts 1:5,8; 2:33). In the first
chapters of Acts, Luke speaks about promises,
gifts, baptism, power and the fullness of Spirit
believers receive. There are a lot of terms and
they are interchangeable; but the reality is one
— it cannot be replaced by anything.

This reality is multilateral, and we can at least
look into four points of the day of Pentecost.

First, it was the final act of the redemption
ministry of Jesus before His second coming.
He who was born in our human society, lived
our lives, died for our sins, resurrected and as-
cended to heaven, so now He sent His Spirit to
believers to form His Body. At this aspect, the
Day of Pentecost is unique. Christmas, Good
Friday, Easter, Ascension and Pentecost are
annual holidays, but the birth, death, resurrec-
tion, ascension and the gift of the Spirit that
we celebrate have occurred once and forever.
In the Pentecost we also find another promise
Jesus Christ made in John 14:16 “And I will ask
the Father, and He will give you another Help-
er, to be with you forever...”. Thus, the Pente-
cost is the final act of the redemption accom-
plished through the promise of Jesus Christ.

Second, the Pentecost gave the Apostles vest-

ments they needed to fulfill their special mis-
sion, commanded by Lord in all four Gospels.

12—ops

We call this mission “The Great Commission”.
And probably it is better described in the book
of Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”.
Christ anointed them to become His leading
witnesses and promised them the subsequent
leading ministry of the Holy Spirit. The Pen-
tecost was the fulfillment of this promise. The
things happened on this day prefigured the
World Christian Mission. If you pay attention
to the verses 9 to 11 of the second chapter, you
will find that Luke tries to emphasize the cos-
mopolitan nature of the crowd through the
expression “from every nation under heaven”.
Even though not all the nations literally were
present there, but all of them were represented.
For Luke includes in his list the descendants
of Shem, Ham and Japheth, and represents in
the book of Acts, chapter 2 a table of nations
comparable to the table in the book of Genesis,
chapter 10. Bishop Stefan Neil noted that the
most of the nations mentioned by Luke are re-
lated to Semites, and the Elamites are the first
of Semitic nations from the book of Genesis,
chapter 10. But Luke also mentioned Egypt
and Libya, which are the Hamites and Cretans
(Kittim), and the inhabitants of Rome from the
territory that once was given to Japheth... Luke
does not stress our attention, but in his unob-
trusive manner he tells us that on the day of
Pentecost all the world was represented. Noth-
ing better than this could demonstrate the
multiracial, multinational and multilingual
nature of the Kingdom of Christ. Ever since,
the ancient Church Fathers and commentators
symbolize the Pentecost as the abolition of the
curse of Babylon. In Babylon, the languages
were mixed and the nations dispersed: in Je-
rusalem, the language barrier supernaturally
vanished so all the nations come together in
Christ, anticipating that great day when the re-
deemed people from all tribes, nations and lan-
guages will stand together before the Throne
(Genesis 11:1-9; Rev 7:9). Moreover, in Babylon,
the earth arrogantly tried to reach the heaven,
while in Jerusalem the heaven itself descended
to the earth with meekness. And this became a
great evidence of the mission we have to fulfill
on earth, through our multi-ethnic church in
Flushing,

Third, Pentecost brought forth the opening
of a new era of the Holy Spirit. Although His
coming was a unique historical event, all God’s
people now can receive His help through His
ministry. Even though He made the Apostles
His main witnesses, He also gave us everything
necessary to be His following witnesses. Inspi-
ration given to Apostles is given to us today
through Holy Spirit. In this new era guided
by the Holy Spirit, we have the source of our
strength, in our lives on the earth.

Fourth, Pentecost was correctly named as a
“reborn”, a “new born”, referred to one of the
most unusual presence of Almighty God that
the community could think of. Therefore, per-
haps not only a physical phenomenon, but also
a deep awareness of sin, 3,000 people turned to
God and common awe-filled reverence were
the signs of this “new birth”. But we should not
use the term of “new born” to justify ourselves
when we underestimate our hopes or relate
simple for the church things into the exclusive
category. Even though the languages were not
common, but the new life and happiness, fel-
lowships and worships, freedom, courage and
strength are the common for all churches.

Dear brothers and sisters! Let me simply wish
you to be filled by the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ
commanded his disciples on the day of His
ascension “But you will receive power when
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. And
let the power of our Lord, Jesus Christ be with
all of you!
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Russian Ministry
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The spiritual unity in Jesus Christ

Elizaveta Son

Two years ago, the Russian Ministry has officially opened and
started its journey. Though we are still growing, our ministry
has come a long way. We started with around 3 families coming
regularly and now we have a solid 40 people coming each week.

In addition, we developed a deep network with other Russian
Speaking churches and communities. We now have home Bible
studies, in which we further improve our understanding of God’s
word and fellowship with one another.

Over last two years, [ understood the hard work behind the
opening and maintaining a new church. The process of figuring
out the “behind the scenes” was definitely not the easiest, but
it was this period of time that brought everybody in our com-
munity closer.

We all worked hard - together. 1 Corinthians 12 talks about en-
joying our differences, and becoming one body in Christ. Every
person has contributed to the foundation of our church; each
person became an essential part of our body.

We all rejoice together in moments of happiness and share grief
in moments of mourning. Forming new connections and friend-
ships, truly were blessings from God. As our church continues to
walk together, we learn more about God’s grace and sovereignty.
Our church is not going through this journey alone. God has
blessed us, with another community that supports and helps us.

My personal adjustment to New York was much smoother thanks
to the welcoming people in KAPCQ. The Senior High community
was the place where I could meet people my age, on a similar
spiritual stage as me.

I learned a lot, through teachers and students. The time I spent
in Senior High helped me realize how much more I need to learn
about God. And as [ am graduating from Senior High, I hope to
acquire that knowledge and understanding in QPEM and Rus-
sian Ministry.

Our church is continuing to improve and grow. The members are
always happy to see new people join our close ties.

The community in KAPCQ has been very welcoming and sup-
portive.

Every time, I am filled with an utmost pleasure, when I see all
of the ministries joining together for events and services. The
breaking of language, ethnic, and cultural boundaries and the
spiritual unity in Jesus Christ is truly the church that I

am very glad to be part of.
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QPEM

QPEM DEACONS AND LEADERS RETREAT 2018

General Formation and Discipleship :

Elder Symong Choi

On May 19th, QPEM held its Deacons and Leaders retreat
of 2018 with the topic focused on being an “Emotionally
Healthy Church”. This year we had 31 of our deacons and
leaders attend, this retreat and initially we had planned for
a “retreat” away from the hustle of urban influences and
be one with nature and to enjoy the beautiful scenery at
Sunken Meadow State Park. However, God had other plans
and the weather forced us to change venue locations and
have the leadership retreat in the QPEM chapel. It goes

to show that God really does know what’s best for us even
when we think differently.

For quite some time, we have been praying for a revival to
occur within our ministry and also within the hearts of the
leaders and of the congregation. I believe this is a common
request and ambition for many churches and ministries.
But before we could seek and even see a true revival and
change, Pastor Peter challenged us to look into our hearts,
“engaging the heart”. Why the heart?, because our actions
originate from the heart. In Luke 6:45,

“The good person out of the good treasure of his heart
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks.”

Often times, when we seek change in our lives, we try to
change from the outside (our environment, those around
us, our behaviors) instead of looking inwards into our
hearts and seeing what our deepest desires are. If we want
change or a revival to occur in ourselves then we must
look into our hearts. But sometimes looking into our own
hearts or seeing where our own desires lay is difficult to
do. Pastor Peter lead us through some exercises where we
watched video clips from Les Miserables and the Cinder-
ella Man and answered 4 questions of the heart; what are
you observing? What are you feeling? What desires are
touched in you? And what choices do you want to make?
These exercises helped us to examine some of the motives
or components that go into our own decision making and
actions,

Afterwards we took part in a personal assessment to de-
termine our level of emotional health in areas of “General

20—cbrhsi

~
N 4

Formation and Discipleship” and “Emotional Components of
Discipleship”. It was difficult to be completely honest with
my own responses, it made me feel vulnerable at times

but sometimes the truth hurts. After recording your own
score, you were put into a range of “emotional maturity”.
The ranges went from Emotional Infant to an Emotional
Adult. Some of the characteristics of an Emotional Infant
were: “I look for other people to take care of me emotion-
ally and spiritually. I am consistently driven by a need for
instant gratification, often using objects to meet my needs.
When trials, hardships, or difficulties comes, I want to quit
God and the Christian life. I sometimes experience God at
church and when I am with other Christians, but rarely

at home.” An Emotional Adult demonstrates characteris-
tics such as: “I respect and love others without having to
change them or become judge mental. [ am deeply con-
vinced that [ am absolutely loved by Christ and as a result
do not look to others to tell me I'm okay. My Christian life
has moved beyond simply serving Christ to loving him and
enjoying communion with him.”

Lastly, we took one final assessment to help identify the
strength and weaknesses of our church around 6 key
areas of emotionally healthy spirituality. This assessment
helped us to see what areas in the ministry we were good
at equipping and empowering our members but also what
areas where we may not be equipping or even impeding
our members in.

Overall, we knew that by the end of the day we weren’t
going to expect immediate or drastic changes in our own
lives, not from just one day. But this was going to be a
starting point, to start looking into our own hearts and
finding change from within.

[ would like to also acknowledge and thank our young
adults who sacrificed their Saturday to help serve and
babysit the children of the deacons and leaders so that
this retreat could be possible. Also, to our wonderful chef -
Deacon Albert for sacrificing his day and time to preparing
all the delicious food throughout the day:.
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