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THE MOST DIFFICULT
MATH TO MASTER

Have you ever had an experience of losing your most
valuable possession?

| personally had some of these experiences.

| still cannot forget the time that | lost my Bible,
which | had been using for a long time.

Yet, while this memory still lingers, | cannot help but
think how great it would be if someone came to know
about God through the Bible that | had lost.

It is really a sad thing to lose something.

And if | may ask, among the things that you have lost,
have you perhaps lost ‘thanksgiving?’

While living in the United States, if there is something
that you say and hear the most,

It is “Thank you.”

It is a common phrase,

but have we forgotten to say it to God?

There is a quote:

“Often, the most difficult math to master is
counting your blessings.”
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CAMAA CJIO)KHA A
MATEMATHUYECKA A 3ALAYA

TEPAJIN JIN BbI B )KU3HH, CAMOE JOPOI'OE Y BA)KHOE
JJ14 BAC?

A TOXE TEP:JI

BblJIA ¥ MEH I BUBJIN I, KOTOPOM 51 IOPOYXUJL U 51 EE
I[NIOTEPAJL

MHE )XAJIKO, HO IYMAIO, ECJIM KTO TO HAIIEJI EE U
YBEPOBAUJI, TO 3TO K JIYUYLIEMY.

KAK Bbl TAM HUBbIJIO, HAM )XAJIKO, KOI'IA MbI YHTO
HUBYb TEPAEM

CPEJIY BELLE¥, KOTOPbBIE BbI IIO3ABbIJIA, MOXXET BbITb
ECTb “BJIATOOAPHOCTbD”?

B AMEPHKE, Mbl BOJIEE BCET'O CJIbILLINM CJIOBO ¢
THANK YOU”.

TAK BJIATOILAPHOCTD, CTAJIA OBbLIEHHOV B HALUEM
OBULEHUH.

HO MO)XET MbI 3ABbIJIY, [IOBJIAT'OJJAPUTD BOT'A.
KTOTO CKA3AJL:

“CAMAS CJIOKHA T MATEMATUYECKA S 3AJ1AUA,

IIOOCYATATDH CKOJIbKO BJIATOCJIOBEHHUM MbI C
BAMM IIOJIYYUJIN”
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Amazing Grace at the QPEM Annual Retreat

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD

DEACON JACOB LEE

During the QPEM annual retreat (Oct 5-8, 2018), we had the op-
portunity to have Pastor David Lee as our guest speaker. The
theme of the retreat was “In Real Life”. In short, we were to ex-
plore what it means to be a “Christian” with our own brokenness
and struggles. What we received from Pastor David Lee’s mes-
sages were a series of eye opening testimonies that spoke deeply
on how broken we are during times that tests our faith to God
and Church

Pastor David Lee’s messages initially examined how we are all
imperfect in our everyday lives. Everyone from the Pastors be-
hind the pulpit down to believers who have gone astray. We are
all equally sinners and imperfect regardless of the type of sin or
the type of life we live. We are all guilty and can never enter the

kingdom of heaven if we are judged by our sins alone. He then

2018 Fall Retreat Group Picture

explained this “goose bumps over goose bumps” realization. He
explored the simple truth that Jesus Christ gave his life on the
cross as a sacrifice for our sins. If you believe this, then the im-
possible becomes possible. We are no longer judged by our sins
alone, but through sanctification (the spiritual process of bring-
ing out holiness and change in our lives) we may become perfect
in the eyes of God and enter into heaven. Through Jesus Christ,
the imperfect becomes perfect. But this process of sanctification
uncovers the brokenness, despair, and vulnerabilities in all of us.

And at times, it can test our faith.

By Sunday night, Pastor David Lee had shared his personal life
with us. He shared intimate details of his Korean-American up-
bringing with two hard working immigrant parents who owned

a 7-Eleven. How he grew up resenting his father for allowing his
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mother to suffer so many 24-hour shifts. He went into humiliat-
ing stories of how his father-in-law went into extreme lengths to
prevent him from marrying his now wife, His father-in-law was
able to sabotage their wedding by disallowing the Pastor of the
Church from marrying them. But in each of these life challenges,
Pastor David Lee was able to keep his obedience to the faith and
when his father and father-in-law were ready to accept Jesus
Christ, Pastor David Lee was able to accept them in and witness
their transformation to come closer to Jesus Christ. It was a tes-

tament of God’s plan, and Pastor David Lee was on fire.

Sunday night’s message was the climax. It was an emotional con-
fession and testimony of how a Pastor that has been obedient to
the faith, served unconditionally and witnessed God’s work, can
still find so much brokenness and despair within himself. It was a
sad story of how his life as a Pastor found himself and his family
moving to Texas to be a Co-EM-Pastor at a Korean Church. After
years of organizing, serving, and creating the foundation needed
to create a thriving English Ministry, his tenure was abruptly cut
short during a spur of the moment meeting with the head Pastor.
Quite simply, Pastor David Lee was let go because he could not
satisfy the Elders of the Church. The Elders wanted a Pastor who
could speak in Korean to them, and who can convince the Elders’
children to attend their church. The one thing that Pastor David
Lee would not expect to be betrayed, has betrayed him. The El-
ders of the Church has turned their back on one of their Pastor,
not because of an act unbecoming of a Pastor, but simply based

on a business decision to switch Pastors.

Group game activity
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The experience had left Pastor David Lee in a state of despair.
His life as a Pastor was put on pause, and he asked God to give
him one year to clear his heart before he can serve again. During
this time, Pastor David Lee confessed that he has been living in a
state of physical trauma (extreme migraine headaches requiring
medication) and deep emotional resentment towards those who
took part on his dismissal. Many months later as the one year
mark approached, Pastor Peter Lee of QPEM asked Pastor David
Lee to be QPEM’s guest speaker during QPEM'’s annual retreat.
Pastor David Lee confessed to Pastor Peter Lee of his trials and
tribulations, but through grace, Pastor Peter Lee insisted he be
the speaker. Coincidently, Oct 5th, 2018 was right after the one
year mark of when he last served as a Pastor. Pastor David Lee

accepts.

At the end of the retreat, we received a real and honest look at
Pastor David Lee’s life and in turn, we connected to Pastor Da-
vid Lee at a personal and humble level. [ have been personally
touched by his confession because I myself was a witness of my
own father’s ordeal from being removed as the Pastor and mem-
ber of his own Church. After serving 20+ years, my father was
removed, not by his own Church members, but by leadership on
a business decision. I witnessed the emotional and psychologi-
cal trauma that spread not only to him, but also to my mother,
siblings, and me. I believe most people would find it odd that
Church would have had such a profound impact on a Pastor, but
unfortunately to serve requires your finances, servitude, and

most importantly, love, Simply serving without love is not serv-

ing as a Pastor. Eventually, my father’s family became survivors
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of the event. Each one of us in our own path towards becoming
perfect in front of God. Through this moment of humility and
loneliness, we have all been forced to connect with God internal-
ly and alone. It is what Pastor David Lee and his family is going
through, what my father’s family went through, and most likely,
what everyone will inevitably go through. An extended period of

humility and loneliness.

I truly have hope for Pastor David Lee, that through his expe-
rience of confession, he shall build a stronger connection with
God, and that the love will persist through him for God. As a
result of the retreat, [ pray that we (as a congregation) can we
be honest and real with ourselves spiritually and emotionally so
we may not be discouraged and turn our back to God. I also pray
we can be honest and real between church member to church
member or between Church leadership and church member, so
we may not turn our back on each other to provide the spiritu-
al support we need. I believe, when we listen to ourselves, and
listen to others around us, God listens too. We do all this for the

love of God.
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Praying for one another

In Real Life #irl

LIN CHEN

Our annual QPEM retreat was at the Sheraton Parsippany Hotel
in New Jersey this year where we spent much of our time togeth-
er “In Real Life”— the theme of our Fall Retreat.

During the course of our busy year, week in and week out, it is
always rare to find time to catch up with each other as a spiritual
family. Lost in the hustle and bustle of running on a NYC sched-
ule, carving out moments to go deeper in conversations and into
each other’s lives is a commitment that time rarely affords us.
Whether it was a small group discussion with members after a
sermon, a prayer and worship night geared toward intercession,
or a more private setting during a late night conversation, we
were always provided a way of getting a little closer and a little
bit deeper with each other and in our relationships; and for that,

[ am always grateful.

Our guest speaker this year David Lee was a lively and skilled

32 —oprhu

orator who shared honestly about his many struggles as a man,
as a husband, as a father, and finally, as a pastor. Recently oust-
ed from a very traditional, yet unhealthy, conservative Korean
church, Pastor David shared about his painful experience with
a ministry that refused to conform to God’s clear teaching on
the purpose and role of the church and it’s leadership. Choosing
to hold to traditionalism and dogmatic culture over the Word of
the Living God, the behavior of his church led him to take a year
long break from ministry where God both humbled and restored
him to preach for His kingdom once again. By God’s grace QPEM

received the privilege of restoring him to the pulpit.

Over the course of the last four days spent with this brother, I
was encouraged by the state of our ministry at QPEM. Both in
its theological foundation on grace alone, through faith alone, in
Christ alone, and in the way we treat each other, I came to notice
how healthy we are as a church comparative to many others in
the United States. Not perfect, but healthy. And this is a testimo-

ny of God’s grace to us and to our leadership.

[ often attend a retreat with the mindset of “how can this pastor
bless me and cater to my needs?” However, this year as Pastor
David gave thanks to God for QPEM and for the health of our

church, I was struck by how much God’s ways are higher than my
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ways, and how much His thoughts are higher than my thoughts.
Here 1 was, thinking about “me,” when God was, thinking about
“us.” Through one broken sinful church, a minister of God’s word
was broken, discouraged, and torn, and through another bro-
ken sinful church, he was restored, encouraged and will preach

again.

What a privilege it is to be used by God, sinful as we are, bro-
ken as we are, to further the kingdom of God through the resto-
ration of one of His pastors to the work of the ministry of Christ.
Not that we are the source of his restoration, but that we get to
participate in it, by God’s grace. Truly the words of Jesus hold
fast, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” To be mutually
encouraged, to be mutually blessed, to be mutually strength-
ened— what better testimony of Christian community is there
than that? What is more real than life spent together, in Christ,
and through Christ, and for Christ? This weekend spent together

at retreat, as the body, was spent— “in real life.”

Jesus Christ
makes us whole

ESTHER KIM

This year’s theme ‘In Real life’ was so powerful and necessary for
our congregation. Each year, there is so much joy and laughter
as we spend the weekend together in fellowship, small group,
and worship. It was so refreshing to see how honest and vulner-
able Pastor Dave was about his brokenness and how he is still
dealing with the pain and hurt from everything that he went
through. He was so passionate and so in love with Christ despite
how hurt and broken he was from the church. That reminded
me that there is no amount or level of brokenness that God can’t
overcome and restore through his son, Jesus Christ.

[ was once again reminded of how truly broken I am and no mat-
ter where [ am, I am always in need of His grace to be made whole
again.

As I was praying on the third night of the retreat, God was re-

vealing to me things that were heavy on my heart that I didn’t re-
alize I was dealing with. This heaviness came over me and I was
becoming overwhelmed with the reality of my brokenness. But
then, a sister came over to me and we started catching up and as
[ was sharing, [ started crying uncontrollably. As she was pray-
ing for me, [ felt the Lord’s presence just fill me with peace and
was overcome with His love. Having brothers and sisters around
to encourage me and remind me that even in my brokenness,
He is so good and so faithful is something that cannot be found
anywhere else.

It was during the spontaneous conversations [ had with our fel-
low brothers and sisters that kept reminding me of the constant
love that Christ has for each and every one of us. It was incred-
ible to catch up with people I hadn’t been able to for a while as
we celebrated and rejoiced with each other about how much God
had worked in our lives thus far.

This retreat was truly a powerful time for us as a whole con-
gregation. To be able to admit our brokenness and be transpar-
ent with one another because we are made whole through Je-
sus Christ and Him alone is such a liberating experience. I'm so
thankful for our QPEM family and the ways that the Lord has
been guiding us to become a gospel shaped community. Praying
that QPEM can continue to grow deeper with one another in our
brokenness so that we can be made whole by Jesus Christ and

Him alone.

Children’s service at the retreat, the children are lis-

tening to Pastor Sandy teacher
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3) Herb& d+tt 5. Gravy

4) Toast$t D] WS 2), 3)2] mixtures} A+=tt “Gravy”’gl= £20f k4|71 1390'd cookbookof] HEHS =2

5) Alg 3 §4(broth)E Al 4ol 49| 23t=oll Ee=rh. meat22]of] lof gravy= 271 F2RFEOIA] L2l AU 51|

6) Baking disho]] €2 #+tt 9t Thanksgiving Dayoll H2 &2 E{oj7|u}t t}& 17| S0] Hulo|
doj F0ix |4 (broth) & Tt=&4] 20§x|1 o] §40f starchE

3. Cranberries doj AZ&3A| PHE Z1o] Thanksging Day gravy2| A|2to|ig 7

27] ZARpE0] 711 o] SRS kS Aolmg .F 24 ol2h= ool k.

YA Mgl 22ixle S8 3] 22F ofu 27] 24

AtEwoll= 20§2]7] QIREE Zlolot. 271 ALY AlEo] 22t 6. Corn

Zt 3] dishe ofot= @5R150] M dry meat 9 mashed £44 (corn)e BUHE 24A-Y 4P Aotk A5 2
berriesE 4101 RF= pemmican(25'29] protein bar)olzt 54 2Pt He Rt Saafts 2 Slejeh Az o] "yt 2o o2

0]Qi2 Zlolct. Z=huf|e]of Ext A2 dol 2T 2]229] F=hu{2] 7Pt AR e b2 S50 W] B2l 7HaE o] o)
Z2]5]AY cornmeal bread?] A= 2 AHR
_1;
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Thanksgiving mealol] 5&sH & AZI7F HQivt B= ods I 2XFQE ofuf|z|7t Tlo] thigt ZAte] 7|de 2 L2t S5
o} Z2eict 1900 dHol] Ocean Spray 2At ZHAIES] Zid2] &
AE 7] A]ZFsto] Thanksgiving mealQ] side dish2 235
Qict 33 u|=R1EL2 IH|E]E uid 400 million poundstt W2 7. Sweet Potatoes

Q3 1 % 20%+= ThanksgivingZ 7ol 28]=]ojRIcty St

Thanksgiving Day 410 8 g}y &t 4 QJ7C}

Sweet potatpess= African-American 235}9] A0 2 n|2 &
B ]gto] 24Zolct Pumpkin®] 0= £-Z0fA| 2 Zjah= g
sweet potatoes= FHOfA & 2j2tt] gRofA E African =0
So] 1gkoA YA yamE tx|5t0] sweet potatoeE T OTA] O]
sweet potato dish7} & 0of|A] Thanksgiving meal?] side dish
2 gE5}5|ictar Stk Sweet potato pie @Al Y9 Sarah Hale
9] olopr] &0l AFdth= Thanksgiving 2419] 51Ut QALE]
of gitt. | Zoll= o g7 517] Q8 toasted marshmellow= ¢}
7]% 3H=d| o= Cracker Jack Company 7} £3%H917 recipe
bookletof|A] A|QFH Zio]et.

4. Mashed Potatoes

17M171712] Z2hs BoldiolM 2717 &olsHr] k=t oE

7| Z217] mashed potatoes?}t Holiday 94|20 2 Z-gdHA| EjQis
77F? 18634 LincolnthE5of| Sloff Thanksgiving Day 7t National
Holiday2 ARz E|R}=t ol 248710]z} A]Q], editorQ! Sarah
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+ @23 5" (2 F)ol It Qo] BIF | HotEod

2 o|Foil Zlojzt ghet. I FF S ulyl Sarah?] 1827 &4
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8. Green Bean Casserole

Beang TTiHE] o2z} thgoflA] SISt green bean
casserole £4 Zafjof] g+501%1 Thanksgiving Day-2410]

t}. o= Camden, New Jersey2] Campbell’s Soup Company
test kitchenoflA] Y5t home economist R Dorcas ReillyZt
Campbell productE o]-&5t0] W] 5 4 Ql&= recipe2 7Hg s}
0§1955 Associated Pressol] AlAgt 212 2 Campbell’s Cream
of Mushroom soup, green bean, soy sauce, pepper, French’s
French Fried Onions”t 2|2 2 AFR &Gt o] recipe: 52l §
S-S ¥of 3§ Campbell’s Cream of Mushroom Soup2] 30%7} O]
green bean casseroleg FtE= 85 2 2|1 oty St} 1149

original recipet= Campbells.como]| 0j¥35] 227} Qlcta Sich

9. Pumpkin Pie
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oju] Y AP AT S= 22 pumpking F 2t X F 2L
pumpkin pie7} 27| 247AHaoll YHSoix|AlE Qe Ao 2 &
QlIt}. ‘Eating in America: A History’gt= #Hof| oot o2}
FUE2 o7k S04 Al floflsquahtt pumpking S2{53 ¢
2 5o 4Foll 159 71504 maple syrupl 2 £ZsH| 50
dessert2 it 5=t Sarah HaleL ojutz o] 7|2oj|A] Izt
g of 2p7]9] story 0]l pumpkin pieE Thanksgiving mealof]
249] dessert 2 QAIGHS 710 2 AzbEc)

10. Wine

<] FdARE TREoIA = wineo] whz] 2] FR|RE 22] AL

03
2191 Kathleen Wall2 27] £47AME 9hztofAQ9] 28 2 wine
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B} 2'0] £912 7HsHo] £ 02 B3 Itk Beers 425
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7] 9fiM= pumpkinltt parsnip®] EgE-8 AHE3Ho0F S
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\X/hen the angel of the LORD appeared to Gldeon he said, The LORD is with you, mlghty warrior.”
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